John the Baptist Prepares the Way
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The beg1nn1ng of the gospel of ]esus Chr1st the Son
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2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
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et “Behold, I send my messenger beforq@face,
: who will preparecyounway,
the voice of one crying in the wildermness:
‘Prepare the way of{theLord, /
make his paths straight,””

*John appeared@ln the wildeérness and proclaiming(Z>
Qa/baptmm of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. ® And all
the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him
and were bein@g@:y him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. ®* Now ]oI:L;L——;vas clothed with camel’s hair and wore
a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey.
“And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is might-
ier than I, the strap of Whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop

e

down and untdie. 81 have{baptize ou with water, but he will
baptize you with the I—Ioly Spll_‘lt.
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¥And he said to them, “Do you not understan " ‘
How then will you understand all the parables? ' The so 1‘@
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g\-""@ - Tsows|the word.)'® And these are the ones along the path, where
Prrou the word)is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes@
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they fall ay#. '8 And others are tfy/eﬁé sown among thorns. o

those who hear{the woid,|'? but the cares of the world
e deceitfulnessof riches and the desires for other things
nter in and choke | the Word} and it proves unfruitful. 2° But

those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear
the wo Fétand accept it and bear fruit,)thirtyfold and sixtyfold
and a hundredfold.”
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